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Thank You for Another Beautiful Year!
What an unforgettable High Holiday season! We had a lovely time celebrating with such 

an active and passionate congregation. Thanks to all those who made this year truly special.

High Holiday Highlights
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Beit T’filah

Chanukah Sameach!

Join us for a joyful Shabbat service made even 
sweeter as we offer a special blessing for our 
kindergarten class and new first graders!

Along with their classmates and families on the 
bimah, each of them will be officially welcomed into 
our community of learners by our clergy and 
congregation, and receive a special gift to mark 
this joyous occasion. 

Chagigat Siddur: 6th graders will receive their very own 
prayer book from Touro, an important step in the process 
of becoming B’nei Mitzvah! Learn more about our  
Consecration and 6th Grade students on page 9.

Pre-Chanukah Celebration
Following Shabbat Services

Let’s celebrate Chanukah (a little early) with a 
fried food fest of deliciousness following services 
on Friday, December 12. Enjoy fried chicken, latkes, a 
sufganiyot bar, Chanukah games, songs, & more!

Members: $18/Adults $10/Kids
Non Members: $36/Adults $18/Kids
RSVP at TouroSynagogue.com/Chanukah
or scan the QR code.

We don’t want anyone to miss out on this beautiful simcha because of 
financial concerns. Please let us know privately if you need assistance.

Pre-Chanukah Celebration 
and Yamim Yafim Consecration
With Chagigat Siddur for 6th Graders
 
Friday, December 12, 6:00pm

Join us for our Chanukah Celebration and Yamim 
Yafim Consecration on Friday Evening, December 12!

December 14

December 15

December 16

December 17

December 18

December 19

December 20

December 21

ה, יְְיָָ ָ רוּּךְְ אַַתָּ� בָּ�ָ
לֶֶךְְ הָָעוֹלָָם, ֽ ינוּּ, מֶֽ� ֽ אֱֱלֹהֵֹֽ�
מִִצְְוֺתָָוי נוּּ בְּ�ְ ֽ שָֽׁ� אֲֲשֶֶׁר קִִדְּ�ְ

ה. ר שֶֶׁל חֲֲנֻֻכָּ�ָ נוּּ לְְהַַדְְלִִקי ֵנֵ ֽ וְְצִִוָּֽ��

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 
asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tsivanu l’hadlik 
ner shel Chanukah. 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, 
who hallows us with mitzvot, commanding us to 
kindle the Chanukah lights.

Blessing 1

ה, יְְיָָ ָ רוּּךְְ אַַתָּ� בָּ�ָ
לֶֶךְְ הָָעוֹלָָם, ֽ ינוּּ, מֶֽ� ֽ אֱֱלֹהֵֹֽ�

ינוּּ ֽ וֹתֵֽ� ינוּּ וְְאִִּמּ ֽ ים לַַאֲֲבוֹתֵֽ�  שֶֶׁעָָשָָׂה נִִסִּ�ִ
ה. מַַן הַַזֶּ�ֶ זְּ�ְ ם בַּ�ַ מִִים הֵָָהֵ יָּ�ָ  בַּ�ַ

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 
she-asah nisim laavoteinu v’imoteinu bayamim 
hahaeim baz’man hazeh. 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, 
who performed wonderous deeds for our ancestors 
in days of old at this season.

Blessing 2

יֵהֵנוּּ, מֶֶלֶֶךְְ הָָעוֹלָָם, שֶֶׁהֶֶחֱֱיָָנוּּ  ה, יְְיָָ אֱֱלֹ ָ רוּּךְְ אַַתָּ� בָּ�ָ
ה. מַַן הַַזֶּ�ֶ יעָָנוּּ לַַזְּ�ְ מָָנוּּ וְְהִִגִּ�ִ וְְקִִיְּ�ְ

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 
shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu v’higiyanu laz’man 
hazeh.

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, 
who has kept us alive, sustained us, and brought 
us to this season.

First Night Only

Chanukah lasts for 8 nights, and on each night, we light one more candle than the night before. 
Arrange the lights in your hanukkiyah (menorah) each night starting with the rightmost branches, 
and the shamash (helper) light in its place. 

Place the hanukkiyah where many people can see it, ideally near a window or door.

On the Shabbat of Chanukah, kindle the Chanukah lights first and then the Shabbat candles.

Light the Shamash—the helper candle—first using it to kindle the rest of the Chanukah lights; 
say or sing the blessings below:

Chanukah Candle Lighting Guide
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High Holiday Food Drive
This year’s High Holiday Food Drive brought in a record 3,000 pounds of food—
our largest collection ever! Donations were shared among Broadmoor Food Pantry, 
First 72+, and Second Harvest, supporting families throughout the New Orleans area. 
Thank you to everyone who donated, sorted, and delivered!

Yamim Yafim Sandwich Making
We’re thrilled to restart our sandwich making activities again this fall! Our Yamim Yafim 
students and families continue to help feed our neighbors, one sandwich at a time.

Restoring Our Coast
Touro is proud to participate in Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana’s 
(CRCL) Oyster Shell Bagging Event on December 13! CRCL’s Oyster 
Shell Recycling Program recycles shells from participating New 
Orleans-based restaurants and uses them to restore oyster reefs and 
shoreline habitat across Coastal Louisiana. As a volunteer, you will 
help prepare the shells for future restoration. To learn more and sign 
up, please scan the QR code or visit crcl.org/volunteer.

Immigrant Support
Conditions for our immigrant neighbors are becoming more dire by the day as the presence 
of Immigration and Customs Enforcement increases in New Orleans. Hardworking people 
and longtime residents of our city are experiencing intimidation and fear at a rising 
level of intensity, one that we as Jews uniquely understand because of our painful 
history.  Touro is convening a team of congregants who would like to work on this issue, 
particularly offering support to those of our neighbors who are living amidst terror of 
being separated from their loved ones in a moment’s notice, every day. If you wish to be 
involved, please contact Anna Herman at aherman@urj.org to be sure you receive notice 
of upcoming meetings, trainings, and educational opportunities. 

Repairing the World

Tikkun Olam
Tikkun Olam is a central value of Touro Synagogue. We work together and with community partners to maximize our impact in 
New Orleans and beyond. From record-breaking collections to new partnerships and hands-on projects, we’re stepping into 5786 
with energy, purpose, and community spirit. Here’s a look at what we’ve accomplished — and what’s ahead!

If you want to learn more about Touro’s Tikkun Olam initiatives, reach out to co-chairs Chris Lorenzen 
at chris.lorenzen.nola@gmail.com or Sara Gershen at saragershen@gmail.com.

Collection Drive for 
Babies & New Parents
In Partnership with Saul’s Light

Tu B’Shvat Celebration: Tuba Shvat!

Save the Date! January 31: We’ll celebrate the New 
Year of Trees New Orleans–style with S.O.U.L. NOLA, 
complete with tree planting and a brass band! Our “Tuba 
Shvat” celebration will honor creation, community, and 
the joy of renewal. Bring your dancing shoes and your 
planting gloves! Stay tuned for more details. 

Greening Our Campus
Thanks to a generous GNOF grant, and the dedicated 
efforts of Teri Hunter, Beth Lavin, and Kurt Jostes, we’ll 
be planting nine new street trees along all three sides 
of our campus this December. Stay tuned for details on 
Tree Planting Day and how you can join in!

Recognizing the increased need in our 
community, we are switching gears and 
collecting the following for babies and new 
parents in partnership with Saul’s Light. 
Please drop off your donations in the collection 
bin located in the Shushan Assembly - Monday 
through Friday from 9:00am - 5:00pm. We are 
accepting donations until December!

Diapers & Wipes
Preemie-3mo

Toiletries
toothbrushes, toothpaste, chapstick, deodorant, 
sanitary pads, etc. (for NICU care packages)
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Our Mardi Gras Guidelines
•	 Non-members must be accompanied by a member at all times.  
	 Each non-member will be charged $20 at the door;  
	 $10 for non-member guests under 5 years old.
•	 Members must remain on site as long as their guests are present.
•	 Access will be limited to the areas behind the fence, the Bowsky 
	 Garden, Shushan Assembly, and chapel bathrooms.
•	 Coolers are permitted. Coolers must be kept outdoors.
•	 No pork, shellfish, or glass allowed.
•	 No smoking.
•	 The building and property grounds must be respected by all 
	 members and guests, and all trash must be disposed of properly.
•	 No playing under the stands.

Touro Parade Schedule 2026

Below you will find a schedule of when the 
synagogue will be open for members who 
would like to join the revelry of Carnival in 
New Orleans. Please note, the parades roll 
in light rain. The officials will only postpone 
if the weather is predicted to be severe. The 
local TV and radio news stations (such as WWL 
Radio) broadcast the hour-by-hour updates. 
You can also use the Parade Tracker App to 
track the parades. Touro will still celebrate 
Shabbat even if the parades are cancelled 
due to inclement weather. Feel free to bring 
your coolers and snacks! Remember, no pork, 
shellfish, or glass (except that which you are 

bringing for recycling) allowed.

Friday, February 6
4:00PM Gates open for parade watching

5:00PM Shabbat prayers and candle lighting 
followed by Krewes of Oshun and Cleopatra

Saturday, February 7
9:00AM Shabbat Shiur 

10:00AM Gates open for parade watching: 
Krewes of Pontchartrain, Choctaw, and Freret

Stands are reserved for Krewe of VIPs

Thursday, February 12
4:30PM Gates open for parade watching

Krewes of Babylon, Chaos, and Muses
Stands are reserved for Krewe of VIPs

Friday, February 13
4:00PM Gates open for parade watching

5:00PM Shabbat prayers and candle lighting 
followed by Krewes of Hermes, 

d’Etat, and Morpheus

Saturday, February 14
9:00AM Shabbat Shiur 

10:00AM Gates open for parade watching
Krewes of Iris and Tucks

Stands are reserved for Krewe of VIPs

Touro’s facility will be closed for all 
other Uptown parades that are not 

listed on this schedule.

Store Your Ladder!
With a donation of $50, your ladder will be made available 
on all the open days listed above. Please call the Touro 
office to arrange a drop-off beginning Tuesday, February 
3. We kindly ask that all ladders are picked up by Friday, 
February 20.
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Scan the QR Code or Visit TouroSynagogue.com/AnnualCommitment 
Please contact the Touro Synagogue Office at 504-895-4843 if you need assistance accessing your ShulCloud account.

Submit Your Pledge Online!

Your 2025-2026 Annual Commitment:

Member Support Level Annual Monthly

Cost Per Household $2,750 $229/mo*

Patron Support Level Annual Monthly

Ozrim | Helpers $3,660+ $305+/mo*

Bonim | Builders $5,400+ $450+/mo*

Tomchin | Supporters $7,200+ $600+/mo*

Amudim | Pillars $10,000+ $833+/mo*

Giborim | Heroes $18,000+ $1,500+/mo*

Cost per Household + Cover Part of an Additional Household

Cost per Household + Cover an Additional Household

I support Touro because 
it has been a meaningful 
part of my family’s life for 
generations, and because I 
want to ensure it’s here for 
generations to come.”

To sustain our buildings and vibrant community, the average annual amount of 
revenue we must raise per household is $2,750. Touro is proud to be a home for 
over 700 Jewish households (more than 1,800+ individuals!), some of whom can give 
at or above this level, and some who cannot. In order to foster a sense of belonging 
among us all, regardless of financial capability, it is crucial that those who are able 
to support Touro at the cost per household do so. It’s one of the most meaningful 
ways we live our values. As you reflect on your annual commitment for this year, 
please consider the cost per household and the patron levels below. We need your 
generosity and intention in order to make Touro work for all. 

Moving Forward Together

If the cost per household is not within your reach this year, please consider a 
meaningful increase from your past support. Some suggestions: 

• New Members and Young Households: $1,800+ or $150+/month*
• Out-of-Town Members: $720+ or $60+/month* 
• Students: $250+ or $21+/month*

*Payment amount based on 12 monthly payments.

“

- Beth Lavin, Board Member

$2,750
Cost per Household

$229/month*

22

Together We Thrive
Touro Synagogue Annual Commitment | 2025-2026
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Thank You , Patrons!
A heartfelt thank you to our Patrons who contribute Annual Support above the sustaining level. 

Your generosity at the Patron level helps make our sacred community accessible for all.

Phyllis and Jack Alltmont
Mary Lynn Alltmont

Lisa and Cary Amann
Holly and Ellis Arjmand

Judy Barrasso and Brent Barriere
Cathy and Morris Bart

Annie Bauman and Dylan White
Vanessa and Chad Berg

Libby Black and Steve Sweet
Lorna Blake and Bob Batterman

Catherine Boozman and Howard Shapiro
Joy and Andy Braun

Vivian and Richard Cahn
Virginia and Michael Castine

Gerald Cohen
Sarah and Sandy Cohen

Meredith and Mark Cunningham
Ina and Rick Davis

Mark Densen
Roxanne and Bob Dinkin

Arian Elfant and Chris Kornman
Elizabeth Ellent and Derek Ybarra

Susan and Arnie Fielkow
Susan and Mark Fijman

Rebecca and Simon Finger
J. David Forsyth

Diane and Alan Franco
Bethany and Steve Friedman

Linda Friedman
Abby Gaunt and Gabe Feldman

Adie and Errol Genet
Ana and Juan Gershanik

Maureen and Alex Gershanik
Dollie Gill Katz and Ralph Katz

Kendall and Len Glade
Lenny Glade

Cathy and Charlie Glaser
Maureen Goldware

Caroline and Jeff Good
Susan and Lou Good

Liz and Larry Gottfried
Lauren and David Greenberg
Lynda and Aaron Greenstone

Kelly and Lawrence Haber
Bob Hammer

Lisa and Mike Herman
Marcia and Howard Hirsch
Ilana and Robbie Horwitz
Teri and Jonathan Hunter

Jill and David Israel
Jeanette and Ben Jaffe

Jan Katz
Lisa and Brian Katz

Ann and Carey Kaufman
Ellen Kempner and Lee Sucherman

Jay Kern
Maurya Kilroy and John Lovett

Millie and Robert Kohn
Corine Koornhof and Jeffrey Scott

Janet and Rene Koppel
Julie Koppman and Brian Bain

Tamara Kreinin and Rosalind Hinton
Susan Krinsky

Laura and David Kulick
Ruth and Larry Kullman

Stephen Kupperman
Katie Lasky

Beth and Austin Lavin
Cathy Lazarus and Eric Simon

June Leopold
Ally and Evan Lestelle
Andi and Terry Lestelle
Marilyn and Alan Levin
Laura and Walter Levy

Megan and Ben Lowenburg
Stacey and Josh Lowentritt

Trish and Jeff Luria
Laura and Adam Magnus

Rebecca Maisel
Diana and Chip Mann

Carol and Donny Markowitz
Debbie and Steve Marx

Marianne and Richard Mautner
Mary McCormick and Jonathan Nussdorf

Julie Grant Meyer
Melinda and Morris Mintz

Andrée Moss
Bill Norman

Emily Nykaza and Jonathan Lissauer
Naomi and Larry Orlansky

Sarah Pasternack
Killian and Bradley Philipson

Ida Phillips
Jenny and Scott Pollack

Bill Procell
Molly Pulda and Gary Sernovitz
Alexa Pulitzer and Seth Levine

Joyce and Sid Pulitzer
Ann Rabin

Jeanne Rademacher
Charlotte and Taavi Reiss

Garland Rolling
Ricky Rosenberg

Edie and Paul Rosenblum
Niki and David Rubenstein
Madalyn and Bob Schenk
Lisa and David Schlakman
Jill and Michael Schneider

Phyllis and Jay Shames
Nanette Shapiro

Maggie Sheffer and Russ Spitzer
Kathy and Hal Shepard

Ivan Sherman
Julie and Scott Silbert
Nancy and Gary Silbert
Dale and Alan Singer

Jan and Jeff Smith
Deborah and Bruce Spitzer
Jane and Rodney Steiner

Ellie Streiffer and Ben Horwitz
Missy and Scott Taranto
Gail and Mike Tebeleff

Sarah Tucker and Gary Lazarus
Jenna and Jon Walsh

Brian Weimer and Randy Roig
Jeri Wheeler and David Hammer

Carol Wise
Ginny Wise and Kevin Wilkins

Ellen and Marc Yellin
Megan and Brian Yellin

Renée Zack
Elly Zakris and Peter Sather

Jenny and Lee Zurik

and other anonymous donors

Listing as of October 30, 2025. We’ve made every effort to list our Patrons correctly, but please contact the office if any edits are needed.
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Cantor Kevin Margolius
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Associate Rabbi
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Rabbi David Goldstein
Rabbi Emeritus

Kurt Jostes
Executive Director

Sarah Tucker
Director of Operations 

Anna Federline
Director of Communications

Maya Shaar
Associate Director of Education

and Family Engagement

Beka Cole
Clergy Administrative Assistant

Donna Provetere
Finance

Dana Lieber
Events Coordinator

Aaron Rothko 
Hebrew and Music Educator  

and URJ Clasp Fellow

Chanel Wickem 
Facilities

Cathy Joseph 
Facilities




