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Each year, as if it were the first time, 
I find myself struck by how early day 
turns into night after the October shift 
of Daylight Savings Time. It’s almost as 
though nighttime starts earlier each 
year; as though with each season, night 
encroaches just a little bit more, taking 
another sliver of precious daylight and 
sunshine. What’s more, scientific studies 
have now demonstrated how this 
increase in darkness negatively impacts 
our sleep, emotions and our general 
experience. In basic terms, this change 
darkens much more than simply our days.

It’s not accidental that in the middle 
of this time of the year, we celebrate 
Chanukah, our festival of lights. Indeed, 
it’s this time of year in which various 
religions and cultures have holidays 
that involve lighting candles on our 
window sills or outside our homes, 
perhaps as a means to add a little light 
to this darkness.

Of course, for those of us in the 
Jewish community, our window 
sills hold a chanukiah - with eight 
burning candles and a shamash (or 
helper candle) meant to remind us of 
the miracle in the ancient Temple in 
Jerusalem, when a tiny amount of oil 
lasted eight days. While many might 
agree that the chanukiah has become 
the perennial symbol of Chanukah, 
there wasn’t always agreement on how 
to light the chanukiah itself.

Rabbi Hillel and Rabbi Shammai - two 
great sages from the late 1st century 
BCE and the early 1st century CE - are 
renowned for holding opposing views 
on various areas of Jewish law and 
practice. The two agreed on virtually 
nothing. As you might imagine, the 
customs surrounding the lighting of 
Chanukah candles are no exception. 
Rabbi Hillel believed that we should 
light one candle on the first night 

of Chanukah and add a new candle 
each night, building until the final 
night, when all candles are lit. Rabbi 
Shammai, of course, had the opposite 
view. Shammai said that on the first 
night, we should light all eight candles 
and then subtract one candle each 
night until we are left with only one 
candle on the eighth night.

As it happens, this dispute was 
about much more than candles. The 
rabbis’ arguments, at their core, were 
about how best to repair and improve 
the world around us. According to 
Shammai, the rabbi who advocated for 
subtracting a candle each night, the 
world was too deeply filled with pain, 
destruction, and evil. The way to make 
that world a better place, he felt, was 
to destroy that evil. With the fire as a 
symbol of that destruction, Shammai 
believed that fewer flames were 
needed with each passing night as 
more of the world’s evil was destroyed.

Hillel, on the other hand, felt that one 
could not simply destroy the presence 
of evil in the world. The best way of 
fighting darkness, he felt, was to add 
light. After all, we may not be able to 
remove all evil in our world, but we 
can do our best to add more kindness, 
goodness and holiness. Hillel’s 
imperative was that whenever possible, 
we should always add more joy and 
more light to our days, our lives and the 
lives of those around us. Hillel argued 
that this was the way to make the 
world a better place. For this reason, 
the Jewish community collectively 
lights their chanukiyot according to 
Hillel’s instruction.

In recent weeks, we’ve seen painful 
examples of the darkness in our world. 
As we’ve heard news from Paris, Beirut, 
Baghdad, Syria, Israel and even the 
streets of New Orleans, we know that 

darkness exists in very real ways. In the 
wake of this darkness, let us be reminded 
of Hillel’s imperative, echoed in the words 
of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King: “Darkness 
cannot drive out darkness; only light can 
do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only 
love can do that.” 

Next week, we’ll gather in our 
homes (and together as a community 
on Friday, December 11th) to light 
Chanukah candles. As we do so, 
according to Hillel’s instruction, let us 
be reminded of all the ways that we 
add our own light to the world. May 
the Chanukah lights inspire to seek out 
even more opportunities to make the 
world a little brighter, through acts of 
kindness, generosity and love. 

Chag Sameach!
David

Cantor David Mintz
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I have recently returned from 
attending the Union for Reform 
Judaism Biennial which allowed me to 
hear inspiring presenters, to discuss 
common issues with contemporaries, 
and to remind myself of why Touro 
Synagogue is so very special.

This year’s programming was 
divided in to four major categories: 
Strengthening Congregations, 
Audacious Hospitality, Tikkun Olam 
and Transforming Texts. As your temple 
president, I concentrated my time on 
the first two offerings.  

My initial participation was in a 
learning session titled Compassionate, 
Connected Communities. So many of 
the ideas which were suggested have 
been practiced by our congregation for 
years. It was not so much a “learning 
session” for me, but an affirmation 
that efforts like our Village and 
Nourish programs are successful and 
meaningful. Many congregations 
have a full-time staff member who 
coordinates and initiates these 
agendas. It is heart-warming to note 
that at Touro we have volunteers 
willing to take on these enormous 
responsibilities and congregants 
who readily step up to collaborate. 
I felt the same sense of pride when 
others discussed alternative dues 
models, knowing that at Touro we are 
pioneers and innovators in this arena. 
It is reassuring when others ask for 
your examples and thoughts on how 
a structure is put in place and how to 
measure its success.

Ron Wolfson, author of Relational 
Judaism, held a session where 
participants could brainstorm and 
take his best principles in to account. 
In this too, Touro was already a leader. 

Your synagogue board read his book 
two years ago and has been instituting 
some of these practices as part of our 
own Audacious Hospitality.

However, I must say, that the most 
interesting and uplifting program 
I attended was titled “The Power 
of Mindsets: Creating Resilient and 
Compassionate Congregational 
Communities”. The dynamic keynote 
speaker was Robert Brooks, a 
psychologist and author from Harvard 
Medical School. He stated that if we 
work toward a climate that nurtures 
and promotes positivity, it then allows 
our congregations to overcome 
inertia and resistance. To achieve this, 
the following were four “motivating 
environments” he believes people look 
for:
1.	 The need to belong and feel 

connected and welcomed. Greet 
people by name and smile!

2.	 The need for self-determination 
and autonomy. What input and 
choices do all members of a 
community have? Do they believe 
their voices are being heard and 
respected?

3.	 The need to feel competent. Are 
their unique gifts, strengths and 
qualities appreciated and used? 

4.	 The need to experience a sense of 
purpose and meaning. We must 
perceive our congregations as 
a place filled with contributory 
activities, acts of kindness and 
indelible memories that enrich our 
lives.

So much of this is already a part 
of the “DNA” of Touro Synagogue. 
However, we know there is always 
room for growth and improvement. 
Our community will continue to 

explore more avenues for 
strengthening our congregation and 
making us a more welcoming place. I 
hope you will join us in this cause. 

In the “Jewish Journal”, Rabbi Yoshi 
Zweiback, senior rabbi at Stephen Wise 
Temple, wrote the following entitled 
“It’s madhim --- it’s incredible”, about his 
Biennial experience. It summed up my 
sentiments perfectly.

“I wish that every Jew, every seeker 
in our community, could have the 
opportunity to experience the joy, 
the warmth, and the meaning that 
we offer. I wish that everyone, no 
matter his background, no matter her 
preconceptions, might be open to, at 
just the right time to what heartfelt, 
exuberant, soulful prayer can feel like. 
I wish that everyone could experience 
the power of community and the sense 
of purpose that a congregation, a 
movement and a People can provide. 
It’s simply madhim --- it’s incredible!”

Many thanks for the privilege of 
representing Touro Synagogue at this 
special gathering. And to The Union for 
Reform Judaism, I say Yasher Koach, a 
job well done and appreciated!

To each of you a Happy Chanukah 
and Happy New Year,

 Susan

A message from our president, Susan Good

Susan Good

TOT

ROCKS!

DECEMBER 12, 9:30 AM
Join Rabbi Silverman and Cantor Mintz for a Chanukah edition of  
Tot Shabbat Rocks!  Bring your menorahs and watch the candles  

glow during a special daytime lighting!

JANUARY 16, 9:30 AM
Want to stay in pajamas all morning? Join Rabbi Silverman 

and Cantor Mintz for Tot Shabbat Rocks!  Wear your comfy clothes 
and bring your favorite adult and stuffed animal for a morning of  

songs, prayers, stories and (of course) juice and challah!

A MONTHLY SERVICE FOR OUR YOUNGEST 
MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES
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FEBRUARY 20, 2016
SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR ANNUAL  

FUNDRAISING AND FUN-FILLED EVENT
MORE INFORMATION COMING TO YOU SOON 

DINING WITH THE STARS

Come for an exciting evening while being served by celebrity 
waiters and enjoying our fabulous dinner catered by Alon Shaya.
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DREIDEL TOURNAMENT  p  SUFGANIYOT BAR  Y  LATKES AND FRIED GOODIES

Chanukah Family Dinner 
and Dreidel Tournament

December 11, 2015
following Shabbat Services

Chanukah sing-along with Cantor Mintz, 
storytelling with Rabbi Silverman, dreidel tournament, 

sufganiyot bar,  latkes and fried goodies!

Bring your friends, spouses, children and parents -  
a joyful celebration for all!

$15 Adults | $10 Children (Ages 3-12)
 

RSVP by visiting https://tourosynagogue.com/chanukah-family-dinner/
Or send your check to Touro Synagogue and indicate in the note section 

how many will be attending

STAY AFTER 
SERVICES  

AND ENJOY A 
SHABBAT DINNER!

Did you know that 
for $250 you can 

sponsor the Shabbat 
Dinner on Friday Night? 

 
For more information  
please contact Donna 

JOIN US FOR OUR UNIQUE  
SHABBAT EXPERIENCE EVERY 

FRIDAY EVENING AT 6PM
Blending the ancient words of our liturgy  

together with contemporary texts, Shabbat services 
at Touro Synagogue give us the opportunity 

to raise our voices together in song and prayer, 
to transcend the here and now, and create 

something truly beautiful together.

SHABBAT FUN FOR KIDS 
On Friday evenings Touro Synagogue offers 

fun activities for our youngest attendees. 
We’ve got board games, ping pong, toys and more! 
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The Harry S. Tompson Rebuild Center serves those in need in a multitude of ways, including a lunch meal 
daily. For the third consecutive year, Touro Synagogue will be providing and serving lunch at the center on Christmas Day.  
All of the food will be supplied, prepared and served by Touro members. Please consider volunteering to help make this a very 
special day for the Rebuild Center’s guests. 

         This is what we will need:
•	 Donations of food, paper products and other supplies
•	 Monetary donations 
•	 Cooks to assist with food preparation on December 3 and December 10
•	 Cookie bakers and decorators on December 17
•	 Transporters and servers (limited number) on Christmas Day
•	 Christmas carolers

If you have any questions about Christmas Day Mitzvah at Rebuild, please email Chris Kahn at zahava13@hotmail.com or Jeanne 
Kessler at Jeanne.kessler@gmail.com. 

All volunteers will be coordinated through Volunteer Spot.  Visit our home page (www.tourosynagogue.com) and click on the 
Volunteer Spot button.    

Join us on Christmas 
Day 2015 when Touro 
Synagogue hosts the full 
lunch-time meal at the 
Rebuild Center

CHRISTMAS DAY  
MITZVAH AT THE REBUILD CENTER

Sign up for this worthy mitzvah 
and other Touro volunteer opportunities

by visiting our website and clicking  
on the Volunteer Spot Button!

THIRD ANNUAL 

Purim at Touro gets a little fuzzier... and Fozzier

Calling actors, singers, pigs, frogs, chickens 
and dancing bears of all ages! Come prepared 

to sing a song of your choice and join us for 
lunch and auditions, beginning at 11:30 a.m.

To join us for auditions, please email  
Cantor Mintz at dmintz@tourosynagogue.com 

or Rabbi Silverman at  
tsilverman@tourosynagogue.com.

PURIM CASTING CALL!
AUDITION ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 24TH

AND SAVE THE DATE  
FOR THE BIG SHOW!

PURIM SHPIEL
SUNDAY, MARCH 20
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For the first two weeks of December, the Religious School 
will collect packages of new white sports (crew) socks for 
the Harry S. Tompson Rebuild Center.  Believe it or not, socks 
are one of the hardest items to come by for those who are 
without a home or in transition between homes - even 
more so than toiletries. 

Can you help us reach our goal of 200 PAIRS OF SOCKS 
for donation? Next time you shop online or stop by a 
department/big-box store, grab a package of 6 or 10 pairs.  
All donations can be brought to Touro on Sundays during 
religious school or any other time of the week.  Let's help 
those in need get back on their feet!

Contact Rabbi Silverman with any questions at  
tsilverman@tourosynagogue.com.

Religious School at Touro Synagogue
“You will teach [the Torah] diligently to your children.”

This is the scriptural inspiration for our school. But learning is not just the acquisition of knowledge, it is a process of personal growth 
and development. When Jewish learning goes hand in hand with participation in synagogue life, it strengthens faith in God, love 
of Torah, connection to Israel, and identification with all Jewish people. Judaism contains answers to the challenges and questions 
confronting us daily.

Fourth Grade students pose for a photo in teacher Shelby Gadol's class.

Sixth graders work on crafts in 

Laura Adelman-Cannon's class

Second graders listen to 
teacher Ethan Krell.

RELIGIOUS SCHOOLWELCOME TO OUR NEW 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL ASSISTANT

KAYLA COFFEE

HELP US REACH OUR GOAL!

We are excited to introduce 
you to our new part-time 
Religious School assistant 
Kayla Coffee.  Kayla is 
new not only to the Touro 
Synagogue family, but 
also to New Orleans; she's 
a recent transplant from 
California.  Kayla will quickly 
become a familiar face as 
she learns and integrates 
herself into the drop-off and 
pick-up procedures, staffing 
the office and being present 
at many of our school events 
and celebrations.  If you see 
her around, make sure to say 
hello and introduce yourself!
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Latkes & 
Football 
with JewCCY

Come cheer on the Saints and  
enjoy some latkes with JewCCY!

 
December 13th

12:00 p.m. kickoff
3725 Rue Emilion, Metairie 

RSVP here:  
https://jewccy.wufoo.com/forms/latkes-and-football/

UPCOMING BAR MITZVAH

Zachary Brown Wilkins  
Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, January 9, 2016

My mitzvah project is to provide athletic equipment to 
students who may not have easy access to it.  I am working 
with Renew Cultural Arts Academy to help them gather 
equipment so their students can play sports during recess,  
P.E. and after school.  

My goal is to get new or gently used equipment as well as to 
raise over $1800 for bigger school purchases, including team 
uniforms for their championship soccer team. With your help, 
we will be able to do this…maybe even more.  

All you need to do is put sports gear (footballs, basket balls, 
volley balls, soccer balls, dodge balls, jump ropes, cones, yoga 
pads, volley ball nets, mitts, bats, hula hoops etc), either new 
or gently used, into Zachary’s Sports Baskets.  They are located 
around the synagogue.  Or, put a small donation in the basket 
for the Renew Cultural Arts Academy so we can raise money 
for their uniforms.  

This project is very important to me as I become a Bar Mitzvah. My goal is to make the 
world a better place as an adult in the Jewish faith.  I am starting with connecting students 
with athletics.  Sports are so important to a child’s educational experience.  I know - I love 
playing sports at school and want to make sure that all kids have the same opportunity. 
Please help me do that.   

 
Zachary is the son of Ginny Wise and Kevin Wilkins; brother to Jonathan and Benjamin Wilkins; 
grandson of Carol Wise and the late Richard Wise, and the late Virginia and Walter Wilkins.  

Help support 
Zachary's Mitzvah 

Project by donating 
gently used  

equipment for the 
students at Renew 

Cultural Arts Academy.

JEWCCY NEWS - YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES

Jared Glassman
Bar Mitzvah on December 5, 2015 (Bio included in last month's issue)
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The Jewish Composer Lecture Series Presented by George Dansker:

please join members  
of Touro Synagogue

Havdalah & Chaverim
JANUARY 9 Come together for  

dinner at six o’clock

Close out Shabbat by meeting new Touro members, 
enjoying the company of old friends, and savoring delicious 

home-cooked food by signing up to be a guest in a 
congregant’s home. Guests will be randomly assigned to 
a host family for dinner in their home on this night. Single 

adults, couples, and families are all welcome! 

Say you'll join us!  
Please indicate your interest here:  

https://tourosynagogue.com/havdalah-chaverim/ 
by December 15.

Questions? Contact Lisa Keleher at 
(504) 296-5472 or lisatkeleher@gmail.com

A new initiative by our 
Caring & Mitzvah Committee

Our Touro Villages are doing well and have enjoyed a 
lot of activity over the past two years. A Village is a group 
of members who live in the same neighborhood. Maybe 
you've received a care package, a note, or a birthday treat 
from someone in your Village.

Would you like to become more involved with your 
Village? We have opportunities in leadership roles and 
assistant roles. We are currently developing a social 
director role that will organize gatherings of Village-
members just for fun. Some Villages could use an extra 
hand in the coordinator role - dropping off care packages, 
writing notes, and welcoming new Touro families. We also 
have a group of birthday couriers, who deliver birthday 
treats in the form of beautiful plants or home-baked 
goodies. 

Do any of those activities appeal? Would you like to 
learn more about the Villages? Call or email Lisa Keleher at 
504-296-5472 or lisatkeleher@gmail.com.

TOURO SYNAGOGUE

VILLAGES

Join us for our monthly 
gathering of communal singing! 

Literally meaning “come and sit” 
in Yiddish, a kumzits is an opportunity to 
gather together in an intimate setting for  

some beautiful passionate singing 
and a powerful, spiritual experience.

We hope you’ll join us following  
Shabbat services and dinner!

And while you're at it, mark your 
calendar for our Kumzits  

on February 12th!

Join Cantor David Mintz for

SHABBAT 
KUMZITS
January 8, 2016 

after Shabbat Services
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The George Dansker 
lecture series continues 
with another wonderful 

program saluting the 
great Jewish-American 

composers of Broadway 
and Hollywood. This year, 
we will honor Presidential 
Medal of Freedom Award 

winner Stephen Sondheim, 
perhaps the greatest 

Broadway composer of 
our time. Learn about his 

fascinating life, hear his 
glorious music and explore 
the ways that he redefined 

contemporary musical 
theater as we know it today.

TAKE ME TO THE WORLD:
THE LIFE AND MUSIC OF STEPHEN SONDHEIM

The Jewish Composer Lecture Series Presented by George Dansker:

Friday, 
January 
15th

following 
Shabbat 
services IN 
THE Grant 
Meyer 
Garden 
Pavilion

Be sure to 
join us for 
this special 
evening!

LITERATURE & LIBATIONS
TWO EVENINGS OF DISCUSSION AND DINNER WITH FRIENDS

BEING MORTAL
WITH RABBI BERK

JANUARY 13, 6:00 PM
Join Rabbi Berk for a light dinner, a  

glass of wine, and a lively and reflective 
discussion. All are welcome. Whether you 

are old, young, parent, child, caregiver, 
care receiver, well, ailing, or just a human 

being traveling on this journey of life,  
this book is for you.

AS A DRIVEN LEAF
WITH RABBI SILVERMAN

APRIL 14, 6:00 PM
Join Rabbi Silverman for an in-depth 

discussion of one of the most significant 
Jewish novels of the 20th century.   

For anyone who has ever struggled 
to reconcile their faith with their 

surrounding culture, this book may  
be right up your alley. 

$10 suggested donation for dinner.
To RSVP for the dinner and discussion, or if you have any questions, please email

info@tourosynagogue.com or call the Touro office (504) 895-4843.

BOTH TITLES ARE AVAILABLE TO ORDER ONLINE FROM YOUR FAVORITE BOOK SELLER.
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Alzheimer's Care Givers  
Support Group 

 

Meets every other Tuesday  
December 8 & 22 , 12:00 - 1:30 p.m.  

in the Chapel Study

Caregivers for Alzheimer's face special challenges. 
You are not alone. Whether you need information about early-stage 
care giving, middle-stage care giving, or late-stage care giving, the 
Care Givers Support Group meets to discuss the issues caregivers 

deal with on a day-to-day basis.

For more information on the group, please contact the  
Group Facilitator,  Claire Jacobi at clairebjacobi@gmail.com.

Touro Book Group 
for Women

 
Monday, January 25 

10:30 AM in the  
Mautner Learning Center 

Pat Reardon will lead the discussion on  
The Wright Brothers by David 

McCullough. For more information email  
Marjorie at mgweiner@aol.com.

Monthly Meditation Group 
with Rabbi Berk 

December 15 and January 12 
12:00 PM in the Forgotston Chapel

 
Spend your midday with Rabbi Berk and take a little sweet  

time for the soul. Allow the heart to focus and the mind to be  
calm - a spiritual oasis in your day. No previous meditation  

experience necessary.  Come to one or all sessions. 

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES AT TOURO

News and the Jews 
with Rabbi Berk

 

A NEW LEARNING EXPERIENCE!
December 17,  January 7 and 21

12 - 1 p.m.  in the Mautner Learning Center

Each week, there are stories in our community and our world  
that confound us and comfort us, confuse us and confront us.

What would Judaism say about these world issues?  
What is a Jewish response?

Join Rabbi Alexis Berk in the Mautner Learning Center for a 
lunchtime study. Each session will be completely unique in that 
we will explore a story from the week’s news through a Jewish 

lens, with a Jewish mindset. Come join us! All are welcome.

Torah Study 
Every Saturday at 9:00 AM!

 
Everyone is invited on Saturday mornings to unwrap ancient 
wisdom in a post-modern world with our Torah Study group.

Nov. 29- Dec. 5: Vayeishev
Gensis 37:1-40:23 / Amos 2:6-3:8

Dec. 6-Dec. 12: Mikeitz
Genesis 41:1-44:17 / Zechariah 4:1-7

Dec. 13-Dec. 19: Vayigash
Genesis 44:18-47:27 / Ezekiel 37:15-28 

Dec. 20-Dec. 26: Va-y'chi
Genesis 47:28-50:26 / I Kings 2:1-2:12

Dec. 27-Jan. 2: Sh'mot
Exodus 1:1-6:1 / Isaiah 27:6-28:13; 29:22-29:23

Jan. 3-Jan. 9: Va-eira
Exodus 6:2-9:35 / Ezekiel 28:25-29:21

Jan. 10 - Jan. 16: Bo 
Exodus 10:1-13:16 / Jeremiah 46:13-28

Jan. 17-Jan 23: B'shalach
Exodus 13:17-17:16 / Judges 4:4/5:31

Jan. 24 - Jan. 30: Yitro
Exodus 18:1-20:23 / Isaiah 6:1-7:6; 9:5-9:6 

Parashot as requested by the Touro Torah Study group
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NEW SPRING OFFERINGS

Touro’s Adult Hebrew Academy
Beyond Hebrew Decoding with Cantor Mintz

Tuesdays at 6:30 PM
To those who completed this fall's introductory course on  

Hebrew decoding or those with basic Hebrew reading ability 
but want to take his or her skills to the next level, be sure to  

join Cantor Mintz for this Tuesday evening class!
February 16, 23 and March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

Hebrew of the Siddur and Rabbinic Texts with Rabbi Silverman
 Thursdays at 6:30 PM

Join Rabbi Silverman on Thursday evenings to practice  
your Hebrew reading skills and learn the vocabulary of the 

literature of the Rabbis -- Midrash, Mishna and Talmud.
February 18, 25 and March 10, 17, 24, 31

To sign up please email info@tourosynagogue.com

MEDICAL 
ETHICS

JEWISH ETHICS 
IN HEALTH CARE 

Dinner and Discussion
Tuesday, January 19, 6:30 p.m.

in the Shushan Assembly

Join Rabbi Berk in exploring how we bring Jewish ethics 
to our professional lives. The session is driven by relevant 

ethical issues affecting health care providers. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
Please RSVP to info@tourosynagogue.com. 

$10 suggested donation for dinner.

Calling all  
Torah readers

Do you enjoy chanting Torah and are  
looking for opportunities to use this vital  

skill to empower yourself and the community? 

Join our corps of Torah chanters and help  
lead and elevate our community! 
Basic Hebrew skills are necessary.

If you are interested, please contact Cantor Mintz at  
dmintz@tourosynagogue.com
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Rick Recht rocked the Main Sanctuary

ABOVE: Chelsea Deitelzweig, Sydney Gold, and JewCCY organizer Ivy Cohen 
sell baked goods. RIGHT: Children interact with performer Rick Recht 
during his performance in the Main Sanctuary.

Attendees wait for the Rick Recht concert to begin while 
enjoying lunch in the Grant Meyer Garden Pavilion.

Parents watch as their kids sing and dance on stage with Rick Recht.

Students who have participated in a summer or semester 
Israel program share their experiences during a panel 
discussion organized by JewCCY and Touro's Religious School.
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ABOVE:  
Rabbi Alexis Berk, 
Rabbi Emeritus 
David Goldstein, 
Rabbi Todd Silverman, 
Cantor David 
Mintz and Rabbi 
Uri Allen during the 
Installation of Rabbi 
Todd Silverman.  
FAR LEFT: Rabbi 
Alexis Berk talks 
with Diane and 
Mark Silverman, 
Rabbi Todd 
Silverman's 
parents, during the 
Installation of Rabbi 
Silverman.
LEFT: Rabbi Uri Allen 
and Rabbi Todd 
Silverman hug.

The Installation of Rabbi Todd Silverman

LEFT: Rabbi Alexis Berk and Rabbi Todd Silverman share a moment during the ceremony.

THANK YOU SCOTT SALTZMAN
A special thank you to Scott Saltzman who year after year has been capturing 
the essence of Touro Synagogue through his photography.  We are so grateful 
for his talent, spirit, and generosity. You can learn more about Scott and view his 
amazing images by visiting his website, www.barefootphotography.com.	
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Get involved at Touro!
Our social action initiatives at Touro Synagogue would not be possible 
without the dedication of our passionate congregants. The help we give 
the community is immeasurable and we strive to continue our missions. 
Please take a look at ongoing volunteer efforts as well as initiatives we are 
undertaking in the future and find out how you can get involved. Also, don't forget about our VolunteerSpot 
button on our homepage for the most up-to-date volunteer opportunities.

Will you help the Krewe of VIPS? 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

The Social Action Wheel: Be the Change 
You Wish to See in the World! 

A Social Action Workshop for all Members!
December 13, 2015 at 9:15-11:15am

Many of us are concerned about issues of social justice, but 
not sure how to take action that will effect true change.  In this 
workshop, we will use the “social action wheel” to think about 
the ways - as individuals and a community - we might move 
from direct service (feeding homeless people, for example) 
to a variety of community-engaged actions (e.g. advocacy, 
education) to create a more just world. All adults are welcome 
to the discussion.  Contact info@tourosynagogue.com with 
any questions.  Please RSVP with number attending by 
December 7.

Touro Synagogue will once again host the Krewe of VIP's this 
Mardi Gras season. We will have a wheel chair accessible platform 
set up on the steps of our sanctuary for those with disabilities 
or special needs to view the Mardi Gras parades on the dates 
listed below. These Mardi Gras stands are handicap accessible 
and provided free to children with disabilities and their families 
during some Mardi Gras parades. Without these stands, many 
children would not be able to enjoy a Mardi Gras parade!  

Help is needed to ensure the success of this very important 
mitzvah!  If you are able to chaperone/host for one of following 
dates, please contact Hal Shepard at hal@taylor-seidenbach.com.

 
 Saturday, January 30 @ 12:00 p.m.

Pontchartrain, Choctaw and Freret Parades 
Thursday, February 4 @ 4:45 p.m.

 Babylon, Muses & Chaos Parades 
Saturday, February 6 @ 10 a.m.

Iris and Tucks Parades
  
If you know of any child with special needs who could benefit 
from VIP treatment during Mardi Gras, please have their 
guardians contact Dr. Juan Gershanik's office by calling 504-896-
2229 or 504-377-1162 to reserve a spot at this year's parades.

Hal Shepard and Juan Gershanik stand in front of  
last year's Mardi Gras platform they helped construct.

Cantor Mintz helps entertain the VIP kids during last year's Mardi Gras parades.

 If you build it, they will come!
We need some volunteers to help assemble the stands on 

Tuesday, January 26th and disassemble them on Thursday 
evening, February 11th.

Contact Hal Shepard at hal@taylor-seidenbach.com with any 
questions and/or to say that you can help!
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You can help the teachers and staff of Religious School and Sophie B. Wright
Teacher Breakfast Treats for our religious school teachers: Twelve muffins or 

biscotti dropped off Friday during the day or before services are a lovely way to say 
thank you to our religious school teachers. Use this link to help out: http://vols.pt/
FUo8Us, or click our VolunteerSpot button on our homepage.

Treats for the Teachers and Staff at Sophie B. Wright: A bag of fruit and some 
yogurt, a tray of muffins or homemade cookies. All of these gestures say that we 
at Touro continue to support our friends at Sophie B. Wright. We have made this 
mitzvah easier to perform by creating more flexibility with dates. If this is something 
you would like to do, but there is not a date that works for you, contact Sam Guichet 
at ssguichet@me.com and we can adjust the date. Please use this link for more 
information or to sign up: http://vols.pt/FD4Tzu

Eden House
Eden House is a residence/program for women in need of a 
safe home where they come to heal, learn, and rehabilitate for 
a better future. They have nothing to call their own when they 
arrive at Eden House.  

Special Request: Eden House is looking for a volunteer 
reading specialist (dyslexia) to help the women learn to 
read and/or improve their reading skills. If you would like to 
volunteer or know of someone who works with those learning 
to read,  please contact Teri Hunter or Eden House directly at 
assistant@edenhousenola.org

Contact tlhunter22@gmail.com with any questions.

Please consider donating items such as:
toothpaste • brushes • shampoo • conditioner • soap 

• body lotion • towels • any personal care items

NAMI'S Soles for Souls
Donate your gently used or new shoes to Touro to benefit NAMI 
New Orleans. Any new or gently used pairs of shoes will do. For 
every pound of shoes donated, NAMI New Orleans will receive 
$0.40 to use in providing crucial services and programming for 
those with mental illnesses in our city. The shoes themselves 
will be sent to developing nations across the globe and 
will help provide economic opportunities for impoverished 
communities. 

We have a collection bin inside the General Pershing entrance. 
Please rubber band your shoes, as shown above, and place 
inside our collection bin. We will be collecting through 
December 15.

HELP ANYTIME - ONGOING INITIATIVES
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RECENT VOLUNTEER EFFORTS

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
On November 5, 2015, at the URJ Biennial, the Union for 
Reform Judaism once again confirmed our commitment to 
equality and inclusion with a sweeping resolution on the 
rights of transgender and gender non-conforming Jews.  
This year at Touro Synagogue, the LGBTQ Advocacy group 
is focused on steps we can take to improve the synagogue 
environment for all.  We are also developing an LGBTQ 
Shabbat service and organizing a panel discussion around 
issues of LGBTQ youth and parental concerns.  We are a 
passionate group, and amidst that passion we have lots 
of fun and great conversation.  All are welcome.  For more 
information, or to share your thoughts and ideas, contact 
Laura Levy at laura.silven.levy@gmail.com.

LGBTQ ACTION 

We are continuing our study of topics associated with the issue 
of mass incarceration.  Be on the lookout for an upcoming 
informative discussion of youth incarceration issues led by 
members of the Orleans Parish Public Defender’s Office. Please 
contact Dani Levine at dlevine@avodah.net, Julie Silbert at julie.
silbert@keanmiller.com , or Naomi Yavneh at yavneh@loyno.edu 
for additional information.

MASS INCARCERATION - STAY TUNED

Helping with our harvest

Congregants help gather 
the harvest from Touro's 

vertical gardens.   Scott 
Saltzman (top left) clipping 

red mustard greens. Michelle 
Soll (far right) and Aimee 

Bain (bottom left) work on 
harvesting the collard greens.

The produce gathered went 
to Broadmoor Food Pantry to 

help feed families in need.

TOURO'S GARDEN
HAVE YOU BEEN WANTING TO HELP FIGHT HUNGER, 

BUT DIDN’T WANT TO GET YOUR HANDS DIRTY?

Then Touro is the place for you! Touro’s vertical gardens are 
virtually dirt free and they are providing fresh produce for the 
hungry in our community! This year’s first crops helped to feed 
the hungry at the Broadmoor Food Pantry. And we need you 
to help with the harvesting. It’s fun, it’s easy, it’s quick, and it is 
mess and stress free! 

Please contact Ann Fishman at dagadam@aol.com or 460-
1049 to say you will help harvest. 

Please note that non-perishable foods also are much needed 
at The Broadmoor Food Pantry.  Please drop off canned goods, 
beans, rice, or cereals when you come for Shabbat services 
or anytime you come to the synagogue or you are in the 
neighborhood.

 - WE'RE IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS -
Say you'll join in the fun of harvesting by emailing

Ann Fishman at dagadam@aol.com.
Look at the pictures below. It's fun and easy!  
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MARDI GRAS RULES
•	 Non-members may enter only if accompanied by a 

member.  A charge of $5 per person will be requested 
for each non-member. 

•	 Members are allowed entrance to the synagogue’s 
campus for the parades listed above (separate fees 
apply for Shabbati-Gras and Bacchus Bash).

•	 Access will be  limited to the areas behind the fence, 
Bowsky Garden, and Shushan Assembly.

•	 Coolers are permitted on days when Touro Synagogue 
is not hosting an event (Shabbati-Gras & Bacchus).

•	 Coolers must be kept  outside. 
•	 No glass is allowed.
•	 No Traif (pork or shellfish).
•	 In order to keep the facility available, the property 

grounds must be respected by all members and 
guests, and all trash must be disposed of properly.

At Touro Synagogue we are very fortunate to be located right on the parade route - for what we 
believe to be one of the best spots on St. Charles Avenue! Below you will find a schedule of when the 
synagogue will be open for members who would like to join the revelry of Carnival in New Orleans. 

CARNIVAL SEASON ACCESS AT TOURO SYNAGOGUE
Friday, January 29, 5:15 PM

Shabbat Services followed by 
Krewe of Oshun and Krewe of Cleopatra.

Dinner will be served. $5 per person

Saturday, January 30, 1:00 PM
Krewe of Pontchartrain followed by 

Krewe of Choctaw and Krewe of Freret.

Open to the congregation but  
the stands are reserved for VIP Kids

Wednesday, February 3, 6:30 PM
Krewe of Druids followed by Krewe of NYX.

Thursday, February 4, 5:45 PM
Krewe of Babylon followed by

Krewe of Chaos and Krewe of Muses.

Open to the congregation but  
the stands are reserved for VIP Kids

Want to store  
your ladder at 
Touro for the 

Carnival Season?

For a donation of $50 
your ladder will be made 
available on all the open

days listed above

Friday, February 5, 5:15 PM
Shabbat Services followed by

Krewe of Hermes, Krewe of d’Etat 
and Krewe of Morpheus.

Dinner will be served. $5 per person

Saturday, February 6, 10:15 AM
Abbreviated Shabbat Service followed by 

Krewe of Iris and Krewe of Tucks.

Open to the congregation but  
the stands are reserved for VIP Kids

Sunday, February 7, 3:00 PM
BACCHUS BASH

Details to be announced!  
Stay tuned!

Monday, February 8, 5:15 PM
Krewe of Proteus followed by

Krewe of Orpheus

Touro’s facility will be closed 
for all other Uptown parades 

that are not listed on this schedule.

Want to volunteer this Carnival?  
See page 18 for more information.
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Touro Synagogue
is pleased to present it's 25th Annual 

JAZZ FEST 
SHABBAT

Featuring Jon Cleary and  
the Absolute Monster Gentlemen

April 29, 2016

Will you join Krewe of Touro?
 

We are in need Touro members to help out on 
the days that Touro is open for members and 

their paid guests to view parades inside our gates.  
 

We’re depending on volunteers to make this  
Carnival Season a fun and safe place for our 

members.  Touro volunteer “Hosts” will staff the  
gate all the while having a great time and 

watching the parades roll by. 
 

Interested in helping? Check out the schedule  
on page 17 and then visit our VolunteerSpot page 

to sign up (http://vols.pt/b21sBA).

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
THIS CARNIVAL SEASON

Responsibilities include staffing the front gate and handing out wristbands to Touro members and  
collecting the non-member fee for each guest (a list of members will be provided). A Touro Staff person will  

be on hand at each parade to help throughout the evening. Hosts are asked to work to the end of their shift.
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Our beloved are with us through the blessing 
of memory ... we think of them now; they live 

in our hearts; they are a continual blessing.  
 -Chaim Stern, Paths of Faith 

In Memoriam
Touro Synagogue extends its deepest  

sympathies to the families and friends of...

Gerald Stanley Carr,  
husband of the late Roberta Ratner Carr.

Seymour "Sy" Deitelzweig,  
father of Dr. Steven Deitelzweig (Stacy) and  

grandfather of Chelsea and Chloe Deitelzweig.

James Lawrence Earley,  
uncle of Nora Udell (Michael Leikin).

Welcome to  
New Members

Mazel Tov
to Josh Balkin for being selected to attend 

the Anti-Defamation League Grosfeld Family National 
Youth Leadership Mission in Washington D.C.
He was 1 of 130 selected to attend nationally

to Beth and Austin Lavin on the birth 
of their daughter Amelia Claire Lavin,

granddaughter to Nancy Aronson and Virginia Besthoff
and Catherine Boozman and Howard Shapiro

to Daniel Meyer and Jennifer Barriere 
on the birth of their daughter, Josephine Emery Meyer, 

granddaughter to Judy Barrasso and Brent Barriere

to Jay M. Shames, MD, for receiving the 
2015 Judah Touro Society (JTS) Award 
at the Touro Infirmary Foundation Gala

to Bill Norman, on being honored by 
the Jewish Community Day School  

during their 2015 Fall Gala

to Ellen Balkin on receiving the National Arts 
and Humanities Youth Programming Award.  

The award was presented at the White House  
by First Lady Michelle Obama

to Cantor David and Deborah Mintz on the 
birth of Baby Boy Mintz on November 18.
Baby Boy Mintz weighed 8 lbs. 1 ounce

Aimee Brown and Keigan Stacho
 

Amanda and Graham Hill, 
Benjamin and Louis Hill

Shane and Allison Kupperman

Oliver “Bob” Weisz and Rachel David

Jennifer Hood

Benjamin "Benjy" and Jeanette Jaffe, 
Emma Jaffe

Online Donations
 

Our new website has an easy-to-access online  
donation form.  If you'd like to make a donation in  

honor or in memory of a loved one, please visit 
www.tourosynagogue.com/donate/donate-online/

ABOUT SHABBAT SERVICES

As we allow our staff to celebrate 
the holidays, we will provide a small motzi 
and kiddush following Shabbat services on  

December 25 and January 1. 
 

Our full Shabbat dinner following 
services will resume on January 8.  

We look forward to seeing you!

 
Motzi and Kiddush following Services 

December 25 (Christmas Day) & 
January 1 (New Year's Day)
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Yahrzeits
Perpetually enshrined on the Yahrzeit Tablets of Touro Synagogue are the following loved ones for whom Kaddish will be 
recited for the months of November and December.

Friday, Dec. 4 / Saturday, Dec. 5
Inez Levy Rosenthal, Dudley Udal Yoedicke, Eugene Maas, Florette Geismar 
Margolis, Maurice Bernard Sontheimer, Michael A. Berenson, Ray Handelman 
Maslansky, Adrian C. Benjamin, Sr., Gertrude Levy Phillips, Abraham Rosenberg, 
Jay  Zakris, Evangeline Katz Hochstein, Irving I. Adler, Brunette Aaron Levy,
William Harry Shushan, Harry H. Bear, Cecelia Hilborn Scherck, Sarah  Keller, 
Harry Hyman, Rosa  Michaelis, Helene Metzger Cymbal, Jerome Zarowitz

Friday, Dec. 11 / Saturday, Dec. 12
Pauline Adler, Ruth Gottesman Cohen, William Gordon Kesler, Helen Finger 
Singer, Jeanette Lith, Henry A. Maslansky, Janis Schwartz Berenson, Abe 
Berenson, Florentine Hayem Zander, Ruth Ann Rabin, Abraham Rosenberg, 
Herman Jeffer, David Tobias Pick, Charles L. Woldenberg, Lillie Mansberg Block,
Jeanette Meyer Benjamin, Louis Aaron Glazer, Hannah Cohen Lightman, 
Gertrude Schwarz Stern, Bertha Lischkoff Sontheimer, Ida Kagan Berg, Milton 
H. Cohen, Mathilde Kahn Leucht, Harry Goodman, Emilie Kahn Gruenberg, Ben 
Cohn, Boaz Kirstein, Leonard M. Wolff

Friday, Dec. 18 / Saturday Dec. 19
Louis Max Ochs, Benjamin Louis Levy, Sr., Alvin Phillip Lichtentag, Alfred  
Geismar, Jac  Stich, Mary  Heinemann, Alfred Leon Alaynick, Helen Axinn 
Goldstein, Selma Thalsheimer Huss, Norma Tannenbaum Duff, Harry  Bennett, 
Louise Goldman Kaplan, Maurice A. Markley, Julia Simon Aarons, Elise Yarrut 
Fishman, Ruth Israelson Adiger, Esther Haspel Mayer, Douglas Norman Weinreb, 
Philip F. Phillips, Leon  Frank

Friday, Dec. 25 / Saturday, Dec. 26
Ernest S. Frank, Adolph Louis Stiebel, Ruth H. Weil, Fanny Lob, Albertine Marx, 
Elkin Moses, William  Young, Babette Cohn Golden, Joseph D. Freedman, Morris 
Keil, Samuel B. Fellman, Fannye Oesterman Meyers, Dorothy Betty Sale Levy, 
Fannie Burgauer Ullman, Rae Marks Rosenberg, Isak M. Layman, Abraham 
L. Fishman, Ben Frank Freedman, Henry Newman, Leopold R. Hirsch, Nathan 
Greenspan, Marie Bertha Van Os, Ruthann Arzberger Francis

Friday, Jan. 1 / Saturday, Jan. 2
Cheryl Ann Mintz, Irwin H. Isaacs, Jr., Ronald Goldberg, Jan Leslie Brener, 
Sylvia Green Rothstein, Michael G. Weil, Charles Maas, Adolph Jacobs, M.D., 
Alvin S. Caplan, Emile Levy, Morris Reiner, Rose Rosenberg Blitman, Julius 
Jacobs, Helen Allenberg Rubenstein, Morris Rubenstein, Saul Germain, Fay 
Scharff Levy, Dora Maas Jacobs, Berthold Turkheimer, Pauline Maas, Gussie 
Stiebel, Julius L. Rosenblum, Nettie S. Hochstein, Anne Miller Fabricant, Edgar 
Weil

Friday, Jan. 8 / Saturday, Jan. 9
Arthur G. Radlauer, Leo Van Os, Isidore  Cohn, Simon Geismar, Herbert 
Schwartz Weil, Marx Meyer Levy, Willie  Mintz, Rosa Lehmann, Adolph Good, 
Alexander Gottsegen, Leon Heymann, Alice Kahn Schoen, Miriam Kohlmeyer 
Bear, Barbara S. Glazer Weinstein, Shirley Kasten, Ben B. Brill, Sr., Allan 
L. Wolff, David  Langer, Benjamin Barcon Goldman, Gertrude Hirschman 
Goldsmith, Alexander Julius Heinemann, Mose Jacobs, Minnie Berenson Ames

Friday, Jan. 15 / Saturday, Jan. 16
Harold A. Frank, Irma S. Schwarz, M. Waldo Mayer, Sr., Harry M. Millman,  
Dora Elias Haspel, Sylvia Friefeld Weiner, Marcus Goodwin, Clara Weil Stern, 
Si Berg, Simon Bollag, Louis Spiro, Helaine Kahn Kling, Marcus Berlin, Max 
M. Levy, Nora K. Feibleman, Clara Newman Hyman, Rhoda Lewis Sucherman, 
Mildred Norman Forgotston, Leopold  Wolff, David  Hochstein

Friday, Jan. 22 / Saturday, Jan. 23
Samuel  Berlin, Helen Polack Loeb, Joseph Clay Shields, Sr., Walter F. Marcus, 
Clem Kohlmann Salmon, Emelie Isaacs Turkheimer, Judah Touro, Richard S. 
Ruck, Morris J. Levy, Mildred Koplow Deroy, Jessie Hiller Wagner, Marcus 
M. Levy, Emile Kahn, Maurice Levy Leland, Selma Heymann Wolff, William G. 
Fellman, Alfred Charles  Alltmont, Daniel B. Feitel, Frederick A. Kullman, 
Mayme Osterman Isaacs, Peggy Cohen Bennett, William Marshal Teague, Sol  
Sucherman, Abraham Lazard Shushan, Jr., Max Adolph Good, Edith Lou Bach, 
Carrie Kohlmeyer, Rachael Levy Marx, Florence N. Trautman, Josephine Moses 
Diamond, Susan Block Seelig, Harold H. Sogin

Friday, Jan. 29 / Saturday Jan. 30
Fannie Safferstone Klein, Sally Spickler Gottsegen, Ida Rittenberg Kohlmeyer, 
Otto Aaron Levy, Julius  Keiffer, Joseph E. Miller, Herman May, Monroe 
Pfaelzer, Walter Leonard Brown, Sr., Eva Karnofsky Loeb, Samuel Bernard 
Katz, Edward D. Levy, Saul  Singer, Sunny Norman, Leonie Ber Haspel, Rosetta  
Goldberg, Shirley Shein Hiller, Adele Oberdorfer Levy, Carl D. Reed, Estelle 
Phillips, Ethel Alltmont Abramson, Bessie Weinberg Smith, Theresa Hausmann, 
Irvin S. Smith, Julie Hirsch Bloch, Leon Simon Geismar, Mathilde Heinemann 
Weil, Leopold  Feibleman, Gustave J. Klotz, Sr.



21

Donations & Sponsors
TOURO SYNAGOGUE FUND
In Honor of: 
Bar Mitzvah of Ari Matan Berk 
	 By:	 Judy Applebaum 
		  Lisa and David Schlakman
Tour with Rita Olmo 
	 By:	 Lillian Laserson and Steve Bolger 
Beautiful Yom Kippur service 
	 By:	 Herb Kaufman 
75th Birthday of William D. Norman, Jr. 
	 By:	 Rene Lehmann 
Tour with Adie Genet 
	 By:	 Lynn Coates 
		  Luciana Burla Cukierman 
Birth of Amelia Claire Lavin 
	 By:	 Cat and Dan Forman 
		  Caroline and Jeff Good 
Peter Mayer 
	 By:	 Eric Mayer 
Upcoming naming of Amelia Claire Lavin 
	 By:	 Audrey Lavin
In Memory of:
Isabelle Caplan Steinman 
	 By:	 Fred Steinman 
Leonard Silbert 
	 By:	 Diane and Alan Franco 
		  Ellen and Mark Balkin 
Aubey Kahn 
Meyer Kaplan 
	 By:	 Beverly G. Kaplan 
Constance S. Kaufman 
	 By:	 Harry S. Kaufman III 
Charles Rosen 
Byron Levy 
	 By:	 Betty Kohn 
Adele Adatto 
	 By:	 Betty Kohn 
		  Helen and Andrew Spector 
Jerome Zarowitz 
	 By:	 Joan and Lawrence Zaslow 
Isidore Cohn, Jr. 
	 By:	 Betty Kohn
Donations:
	 By:	 Beverly Katz/Exterior Designs, Inc. 
		  Samuel Cohen 
		  Ludmila Kandiba and Joseph Reznik

DAVID KANTER WORSHIP FUND
In Honor of: 
Marriage of Carrie Pailet and Nathan Kanter 
Susan Good's Recovery 
Larry Rabin's Recovery 
50th Wedding Anniversary of Marilyn and 
Paul Kullman 
Ellen Yellin receiving a 2015 Role Model 
award from the Young Leadership Council 
75th Birthday of Michael Brown 
	 By:	 Patsy Kanter
In Memory of:
Greg Friedler 
Suzanne L. Seelig 
Amy Lake 
Isidore Cohn, Jr. 
Dorothy Rose Kellar 
Adele Adatto 
	 By:	 Patsy Kanter

DEBRA VAN DER LINDEN SIDELNIK 
MEMORIAL FUND
In Honor of: 
60th Birthday of Steve Grossman 
	 By:	 Elaine and Bernie Van der Linden
In Memory of:
Florence Koe Van der Linden 
Evelyn Van der Linden Rosenbaum 
Isidore Cohn, Jr. 
	 By:	 Elaine and Bernie Van der Linden

JACKIE WOLFF SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Honor of: 
Bar Mitzvah of Ari Matan Berk 
	 By:	 Elizabeth Black and Steve Sweet
In Memory of:
Isidore Cohn, Jr. 
Byron Levy 
	 By:	 Frankie Wolff

ROBERT KATZ AND ALICE M. KATZ 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In Honor of: 
Renee Zack’s new home 
	 By:	 Susan and Marc Friedman

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Memory of:
Isidore Cohn, Jr. 
	 By:	 Marianne Cohn and family

RABBI SILVERMAN’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
In Honor of: 
Installation of Rabbi Todd Silverman 
	 By:	 Rebecca and Simon Finger and 
		  Jack, Ana, and Charles Finger 
		  Nancy and Gary Silbert 
		  Kathy and Hal Shepard

RABBI BERK’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor of: 
Naming of Clark Duber Buchtel 
	 By:	 Frannie and Charles Buchtel 
Bar Mitzvah of Ari Matan Berk 
	 By:	 Janet and Rene Koppel 
Bar Mitzvah of Harris Andrew Herman 
	 By:	 Sandra and Russ Herman 
New home 
	 By:	 Renee Zack
In Memory of:
Isidore Cohn, Jr. 
	 By:	 Marianne Cohn and family
Donations:
	 By:	 Diane and Alan Franco

 

Thank You
TO OUR OCTOBER SPONSORS

 
We thank these generous supporters 

 for their help in making Shabbat a 
wonderful experience:

Pulpit Flowers 
Julie Grant and Michael D. Meyer 

The Rosenberg and Buchtel Families 
Sharon and Milton Loeb 

Sarah Adelman 
Kim and Richard Zweifler 
Lilian and Isaac Kirshbom, 

Sandra and Russ Herman, and 
Barbara Herman 

Patti and Jack Lengsfield and Family 
Ida, Stuart, and Deborah Phillips

Shabbat Dinner/Oneg Shabbat 
Jill and David Israel 

Carrell Anne and Steve Cannon 
Kim and Richard Zweifler 

Karen and Stephen Herman 
Diane and Mark Silverman

Kiddush Luncheon 
Laura Adelman-Cannon  

and Charles Cannon 
Kim and Richard Zweifler 

Karen and Stephen Herman

 

Would you like to sponsor  
the flowers or Shabbat Dinner 

on a Friday Night?

It's an easy and simple mitzvah. 
For more information please contact 

Donna at (504) 895-4843 or  
donnap@tourosynagogue.com.

Flower Sponsorships 
$75 

Shabbat Dinner 
$250

Your donation is fully tax-deductible.



22

December 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

4:00 p.m.
Uptown Hebrew

12:00 p.m. 
News and the Jews 
with Rabbi Berk

6:30 p.m.
Adult Hebrew 
Academy: Advanced 
Decoding with Rabbi 
Silverman

7:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service / 
Birthday Blessings

7:10 p.m. 
The Taste of  
Limmud, Grant 
Meyer Garden 
Pavilion

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study

10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Service / 
Adult Bar Mitzvah 
of Jared Glassman

9:00 a.m.
Religious School
(All grades)

12:00 p.m.
Alzheimers Care 
Givers Support 
Group

4:00 p.m.
Uptown Hebrew

7:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Evening 
Chanukah Family 
Celebration

7:15 p.m.
Chanukah Family 
event

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study

9:30 a.m.
Tot Shabbat Rocks!

10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Service

9:00 a.m.
Religious School
(All Grades)

9:15 a.m.
Social Action 
Wheel: Be the 
Change you wish 
to see in the world!

12:00 p.m.
Monthly  
Meditations with 
Rabbi Berk

4:00 p.m.
Uptown Hebrew

12:00 p.m. 
News and the Jews 
with Rabbi Berk

7:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

 

6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service / 
Choir Shabbat

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study

10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Service

Religious School 
not in session
Winter Break

12:00 p.m.
Alzheimers Care 
Givers Support 
Group

Uptown Hebrew 
not in session
Winter Break

Christmas Day
Office Closed

6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study

10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Service

Religious School 
not in session
Winter Break

Uptown Hebrew 
not in session
Winter Break
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January 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

New Years Day
Office Closed

6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service / 
Birthday Blessings

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study

10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Service

Religious School 
not in session
Winter Break

4:00 p.m.
Uptown Hebrew

12:00 p.m. 
News and the Jews 
with Rabbi Berk

7:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service

7:30 p.m.
Friday Night  
Kumzits (Com-
munal singing)

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study

10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Service / 
Bar Mitzvah of  
Zachary Brown Wilkins

6:00 p.m.
Havdalah in Homes

9:00 a.m.
Religious School
(All Grades)

12:00 p.m.
Monthly  
Meditations with 
Rabbi Berk

4:00 p.m.
Uptown Hebrew

6:00 p.m. 
Literature and  
Libations with 
Rabbi Berk

7:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service

7:15 p.m.
Concert-Lecture on 
Stephen Sondheim 
with George 
Dansker

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study

9:30 a.m.
Tot Shabbat 
Rocks!

10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Service

9:00 a.m.
Religious School
(Pre-K - 8th grade)

Martin Luther King 
Day

Office Closed

6:30 p.m.
Jewish Ethics 
for Professionals 
Series: Physicians

4:00 p.m.
Uptown Hebrew

5:30 p.m.
Uptown Hebrew 
Late Night

12:00 p.m. 
News and the Jews 
with Rabbi Berk

7:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

6:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service / 
Choir Shabbat

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study

10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Service

9:00 a.m.
Religious School
(All Grades, except 
Grade 6)

11:30 a.m.
Purim Audition & 
Lunch

10:30 a.m.
Touro Book Group 
Meeting

5:30 p.m.
Building of viewing 
stands

4:00 p.m.
Uptown Hebrew

7:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

5:00 p.m.
Casual Shab-
bati Gras - Shabbat 
Evening Service 
with Family Dinner 
and parade to  
follow (casual 
attire)

9:00 a.m.
Torah Study

10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Service

Religious School 
not in session

Mardi Gras  
Parades
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Friday, December 4
6:00pm Shabbat Evening Service / Birthday Blessings, Forgotston Chapel
7:10pm "A Taste of Limmud," Grant Meyer Garden Pavilion

Saturday, December 5
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service / Adult Bar Mitzvah of Jared Glassman,  
Main Sanctuary
 
Friday, December 11
6:00pm Shabbat Evening Chanukah Family Celebration, Forgotston Chapel
7:15pm Chanukah Family Event, Grant Meyer Garden Pavilion

Saturday, December 12
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service, Forgotston Chapel

Friday, December 18
6:00pm Shabbat Evening Service / Choir Shabbat, Forgotston Chapel

Saturday, December 19
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service, Forgotston Chapel

Friday, December 25
6:00pm Shabbat Evening Service, Forgotston Chapel
Kiddush and Motzi to follow services

Saturday, December 26
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service, Forgotston Chapel

Friday, January 1
6:00pm Shabbat Evening Service / Birthday Blessings, Forgotston Chapel
Kiddush and Motzi to follow services

Saturday, January 2
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service, Forgotston Chapel

Friday, January 8
6:00pm Shabbat Morning Service, Forgotston Chapel
7:30pm Friday Night Kumzits, Shushan Assembly

Saturday, January 9
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service / Bar Mitzvah of Zachary Brown Wilkins,
Main Sanctuary

Friday, January 15
6:00pm Shabbat Evening Service, Forgotston Chapel
7:15pm Concert-Lecture on Stephen Sondheim with George Dansker,  
Grant Meyer Garden Pavilion

Saturday, January 16
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service, Forgotston Chapel

Friday, January 22
6:00pm Shabbat Evening Service / Choir Shabbat, Forgotston Chapel

Saturday, January 23
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service, Forgotston Chapel

Friday, January 29
5:00pm Casual Shabbati Gras - Shabbat Evening Service with family dinner and 
parade to follow, Forgotston Chapel
NOTE EARLIER TIME

Saturday, January 30
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service, Forgotston Chapel

Shabbat Services December 2015/January 2016
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